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 We were excited for the return of the Safe Trick 
or Treat event at Danville Community High School 
this Halloween! Hosted by our dedicated DCHS 
Student Council members, goblins both big and 
small came for fun games and sweet treats. 

   “This event has always been 
a big Student Council project,” 
DCHS Secretary and Student 
Council Advisor Mrs. Siller 
said. “Its one of the students’ 
favorites because they get 
to dress up and see all the 

community children show up in their costumes.”
   Various clubs, groups and organizations can sign 
up to participate. The Student Council members 
shop, decorate and setup for the event. 
   “Our Student Council does a wonderful job and I 
can’t thank them enough,” added Mrs. Siller.
   DCHS Senior Class President Abigail Walker said 
participation in the event has helped improve her 
communication and organizational skills. But in the 
end,  it’s all about having a fun 
event for the community.
   “Even though all of the games 
are simple, everyone has so 
much fun regardless of their 
age,” she added. “I just enjoy 
how happy it makes the kids.”

  

Getting into character at North
Our friends at North Elementary 
always mark Halloween with a Book 
Character Parade to showcase their 
favorite book. Our staff really gets 
into it, too! (Ahem - Mr. Vrabel, for 
example, as Gooney the Fabulous.)

Book Fair fun at DCMS
Each year at Danville Community 
Middle School, the media center 
is transformed into a book shop 
for one week. The Book Fair is a 

fundraiser for the library and raised 
$1,500 for new books this year. 

Solving mysteries at DCHS
Freshmen in Dr. Calhoun’s English 
class practiced their understanding 
of parallel sentence structure with 
an interactive lesson. Students 
followed clues placed around the 
room to solve the mystery. 

Pumpkins 
are dropping 

at South

Games, goodies and 
ghouls - oh my!

   Members of the STEM Club 
at South Elementary braved the 
elements this fall to conduct their 
pumpkin drop experiments. With 
the assistance of our Maintenance 
Department on the lift, packages 

containing carefully wrapped pumpkins were dropped 25 
feet to see if they would break.
   “Students are taught the engineering design process 
during the month of October,” explained STEM Club 
sponsor Mrs. Dodd. “Their constraints are that they may 
only use household items such as boxes, cotton balls, 
bubble wrap, blankets, balloons, etc.”
   The experiment began by dropping an unprotected 
pumpkin from the lift. Then each team’s carefully wrapped 
pumpkin took the plunge. Cheers and squeals of delight 
rang out as each team’s package was dropped. 
   “My favorite part of this project is seeing how well 
students work together and how excited they get,” Mrs. 
Dodd added. “Even when groups ‘fail’ and bust their 
pumpkins, they are still all smiles! We talk about how 
scientists are almost never successful on their first try. It’s 
all about collaborating.”
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   I recently had the privilege to read the book “My Teacher is a Monster,” by Peter Brown, to the students in Mrs. Pritchett’s 
kindergarten classroom. What an impressive group of young learners! In the story, Bobby is a student who believes his teacher 
is a real monster because she is loud and yells at him when he misbehaves. She even keeps him in during recess! One day, 
however, Bobby sees his teacher when he visits his favorite spot in the park and strikes up a conversation with her. Wow! Bobby 
begins to see his teacher in a different way and finds out that monsters are not always what they seem. He develops a better 
relationship with his teacher and realizes she is not really a monster at all.
   As part of our school district’s journey toward excellence, one of the efforts the school board and district are making is to 
assess the learning climate in our schools. This review included examining the rigor and relevance in our curricular offerings 
in addition to the value of relationships among faculty and students. A series of surveys to our students, faculty, staff and 
community members as well as classroom observations provided us insights into how we can collectively continue to build a 
culture of excellence at Danville Schools.
   “My Teacher is a Monster” reminded me of how special the relationships are between teachers and students in our schools. 
We can all remember teachers, probably at every grade level, who made us feel special, inspired us to do our best and to try 
things we may not have ever done without their support.
   The core of positive student and staff interactions are what make The Danville 
Difference in our school system. We are thankful to have such great young 
people and staff members working together to realize the support they provide 
to others. I also appreciate the honest feedback that everyone provided so that 
we can use the insight to further build upon these relationships in our schools.

Dr. Tracey Shafer, Superintendent
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